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“Beneath the rule of men entirely great,
The pen is mightier than the sword.”

· Edward George Bulwer
PURPOSE:
Sophomore year is all about expanding your writing skills and critical literacy while reading a variety of stories and poetry. 
COURSE OUTLINE (Subject to Change):

The following outline is tentative. This means that the dates and order of certain requirements will change if needed, but by the end of the course we will fulfill all of the requirements.
· The Humanities Project (see attached page)
· Short Stories

· Writing short stories

· Understanding the parts of a short story

· Poetry

· Various poets and their styles will be introduced & studied on a random basis

· Literature

· To Kill A Mockingbird
· Independent Novel (Student Choice)
· The Pearl

· The Tragedy of Julius Caesar

· Research Project

· Vocabulary

· New sets of vocabulary words will be studied every other week
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:


See attached Rules
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
· Supplies needed: pencil or pen, journal, & creative minds

· Format of assignments: All written materials should be typed, double-spaced, & 12-size font when submitted

· Student Participation is vital to success in this course both verbally in class and in your writing, and socially by interacting with your fellow classmates. 
PROCEDURE FOR EXTRA HELP:
1. Email – mcurcio@wiu.k12.pa.us
2. Phone - 724-694-2780 (leave a message w/ callback number)
Everyday

· Beginning of Class:

· One-page Journal Entry + Word of the Day
· End of Class:

· Quote of the Day Discussion until the bell rings
Tune Tuesday
· Every Tuesday, I will play 3-5 songs on shuffle thru iTunes

· Write something creatively (poem, short story, play, song review, journal entry) about the song being played, ie…

· Memory attached to the song

· Memory attached to the lyrics

· How does the song attach to what we’re talking about in class?
· If never heard before, what you thought about it, would you listen to it again?

· End of the semester, take all entries, make a “Mix CD”
“Pop” Quiz

· Each week on Thursday or Friday, we will be having a “pop” quiz of 5 questions worth 10 points (2 points/each). The five questions will be chosen at random from the raffle ticket bin, so each class will be different. The questions will be a collection of questions written by myself and students. These questions will touch on: vocabulary, literature, poetry responses, fun facts, grammar, etc. 
